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LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINTET 

SUBJECT: SAFETY OF IMPERIAL FAMILY AND POLITICAL PRISONER 
REF: ADDIS 10981 

1. ETHIOPIAN HERALD MORNING SEPT 13, CARRIED FRONT PAGE 
ITEM SAYING "SPOKESMAN FOR MININFO" CATEGORICALLY DENIED 
YESTERDAY AS TOTALLY UNFOUNDED REPORTS THAT PERSONS 
UNDER DETENTION, PARTICULARLY MEMBERS OF THE FORMER ROYAL 
FAMILY ARE ABOUT TO BE EXECUTED." 

2. AS REPORTED IN PRESS, STATEMENT IS AS FOLLOWS: 

"ACTING ON THE BASIS OF WHAT THEY HAVE CHARCTERIZED 
AS RUMORS, A NUMBER OF GOVERNMENTS HAVE ADDRESSED APPEALS 
ON HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS TO THE PROVISIONAL MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT NOT TO EXECUTE PERSONS WHO ARE UNDER DETENTION, 
PARTICULARLY MEMBERS OF THE FORMER ROYAL FAMILY. 

"REPORTS OF SUCH APPEALS HAVE BEEN CARRIED BY INTER- 
NATIONAL NEWS AGENCIES AND OTHER NEWS MEDIA EVEN BEFORE 
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GOVERNMENT. 

"THE PROVISIONAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT IS SURPRISED 
THAT GOVERNMENTS WHO HAVE DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIONS IN 
ETHIOPIA AND COULD HAVE ASCERTAINED THE VERACITY OF SUCH 
RUMORS SHOULD HAVE CHOSEN TO ISSUE APPEALS ON THE BASIS 
OF RUMORS AND OTHERWISE UNFOUNDED REPORTS. 

"THE PROVISIONAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT WOULD LIKE TO 
STATE THAT THERE IS NO BASIS FOR SUCH RUMORS AND REPORTS. 

THE PROVISIONAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT WOULD LIKE TO REITERATE 
THE STATEMENT THAT IT HAD PREVIOUSLY MADE THAT THERE WOULD 
BE NO EXECUTIONS WITHOUT TRIAL."' 

3. COMMENT. STATEMENT. SUBSTANCE OF WHICH HAS ALREADY 
BEEN CARRIED IN VARIOUS NEWS BROADCASTS ABROAD, SHOULD 
HOPEFULLY END MATTER FOR THE MOMENT HERE, CERTAINLY SO LONG AS 
ADDIS IS FILLED WITH CORRESPONDENTS FOR ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIONS. LAST PARAGRAPH, HOW, COULD MEAN THAT 
PROBLEM HAS ONLY BEEN DEFERRED. 
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